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R is a statistical software package



R is a programming language



Three rules for R*

• Everything in R is an object.	


• Everything that happens in R is a function.	


• R is an interface.

* Adapted from John Chambers, useR!2014 keynote presentation 



R is an open-source project

Figure acknowledgments to Barry Rowlingson’s “Off Roading with Spatial” workshop at useR! 2012 	

http://www.maths.lancs.ac.uk/~rowlings/Teaching/UseR2012/ 	

The figures are available under a Creative Commons license.
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R is a tool for reproducibility

Cartoon by Sidney Harris http://www.sciencecartoonsplus.com/pages/prints.php

http://www.sciencecartoonsplus.com/pages/prints.php


R is hot



R . . . 

• ... has a learning curve	


• ... is best learned with others	


• ... will occasionally give you a headache	


• ... is worth the effort!



What is RStudio?



R resources

• google	


• project homepage: r-project.org	


• nerd list: stackoverflow.com/tags/r	


• r-bloggers.com	


• #rstats	


• local: list.umass.edu/mailman/listinfo/r-users	


• UMass student group: http://tinyurl.com/oebsource

http://tinyurl.com/oebsource


Rules of the road

• Ask conceptual/content questions anytime. 	


• To keep things moving, if/when you get a 
coding error during an interactive session, 
please double-check for spelling and/or ask 
your neighbor how they got it to work.


